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000 Enigmas

The Caribbean is Grand Central Station for
bizarre occurrences and disappearances —

and for Unidentified Submarine Objects.

he southern coast of Puerto

Rico is filled with postcard-per-
fect scenes: the calm green waters of
the Caribbean Sea, the quaint fish-
ing villages, the gorgeous sunsets,
and the mighty mangroves plung-
ing myriad roots into the surf. At
Las Cucharas, a seaside community
near the city of Ponce, one land-
mark stands out because of the
impressive mangrove beside it. It is
the location of Las Cucharas Res-
taurant and Hotel, where owner
Amador Piazza has witnessed
abundant UFO activity in the area.

In fact, on the day I arrive, Mr. Piazza is earnestly recounting
an event from the previous evening. “It was José, the night
watchman, who saw it,” he starts. “He was out in the back of the
restaurant, looking at the sea, when he became aware of a large
structure, all lit up, moving across the horizon. It was uncom-
monly bright, and José thought it must be a cruise ship, until he
realized it was moving much too fast — like a speedboat.”

The restauranteur pauses, “We never see large ships around
here, since the waters are so shallow. Whatever he saw, it wasn’t
a cruise ship.”

From the comfortable back patio, patrons often report see-
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ing green Jights e i the sea, hurtling skyward. A
narrow boardwalk leads straight out from the dining area to
the sea, and Piazza says that customers enjoy sitting in the nar-
row pulpit at the end to witness all manner of strange noctur-
nal events. Some of these occasionally attract the media. On
the evening of November 11, 1991, residents of El Tuque and
Las Cucharas notified authorities that 3 UFO “was entering
and leaving the seg” less than half a mile from the shore. The
unknown vehicle engaged in its maneuvers@rom 11:30 pM.
until well after midnight.}

And jn December 1996, there were unconfirmed reports that
a police helicopter, flying over the waters off of Ponce, had spot-
ted a vast submarine “vehicle” clearly discernible from above.
The Crcalor waterogio e sagger T e in wid v ti-
mate that matdh‘cﬁaﬁreports from the Caribbean, notably the
tales from Cabo Rojo fishermen during the southwestern Puerto
Rico UFQ flap of the W

USOs in the Caribbean

USOs — Unidentified Submarine Objects — held a position
of respect in the dynamic first two decades of ufology. Reports
from around the world would dramatically illustrate how the
strange objects in our skies could also plunge into our seas, per-
haps headed for clandgstine underwater bases. Investigators have
often wondered whether there is a connection between the mys-
teries of the Bermuda Triangle, for example, and the presence of
alien bases or planetary “access corridors.” The subject of USOs
has lost its popularity in recent decades, as Roswell and abduc-
tion studies have dominated ufology. But that doesn’t mean that
mysterious craft have ceased to travel beneath the seas for their
unimaginable purposes. Far from it.

The best evidence of the existence of USOs has been pro-
vided not by paranormal investigators, but by the world’s navies.

N0rwaz was driven to delirium by mystery submarines in their




The shores of Puerto Rico
frequently serve as vantage
points for viewing UFOs,
USOs, and other unexplained
phenomena. Top: The Atlantic’s
waves break ogainst the
territory’s northern coast,
Bottom: San Juan’s Morre Castle
keeps a lonely vigil on the ocean,

fjords and in the North and Baltic seas. The perplexing subs tray-
eled far faster and deeper than the noisy Soviet subs that fre-
q uﬁ'm-ll: roamed those waters, And in the [96ls and Ladlls,
Argenting fought in vain against USOs off the coast of Patagania,
But abundant evidence and accounts seem to suggest that 11

there’s a Grand Central Station for USOs, it may be found in the
Caribbean.

In s watershed book frvisible Residents, Ivan [ Sanderson
wrote of 2 particulatly memorable event i 1963 off the coast of
Puerty Rico: The BLS, Navy was conducting a training exercise
aimed at practicing submarine detection techmigues, According
to Sanderson, the war games inchuded major surfiace ships, air-
craft carriers, submarines; and anti-submarine warfare planes.
Atone point, one of the submarines broke off from the exercise;
apparently to pursue an unidentified contact that was moving at
the unheard of speed of 150 knots {170 miles per hour).

Officers first suspected this was merely a curve ba
initon the exercise But it proved to be an astonishing reality when
every single ship began tracking the improbable object, The fleet
engaged i|'||'m_||1rJ of cat and mouse with the intruder,
which plunged to a depth of 28,000 feet — far beyond the reach.
of the navy vessels, (At the time, the top speed for a submarine
was 45 knots, with a masimunm diving range of same 6,000 feet,)
Details of this incident are sketchy at best, but it remaints one of
the most compelling accounts of USOs in the Antilles,

thrown

VSO encounters in the Caribbean haven't been confined to
the military. The crew of the Dortheraersk, o Swedish cargo ship
on the teade route from Furope to Venezuela, witnessed a glow-
ing conical craft plunge into the sea in 1959, In 1967, indcpen-
J— - - i -
dent witnesses i the same area claumed that the sea began boil
ing furiousky, followed by the rapid skyward ascent gl three
LEOs in formation. And in 1973, "neighbors” of the Caribbean
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port of La Guaira, Venezuela, emerged from the oggan, executing

daring maneuvers over the aty and leaving behind thousands of

flabbergasted witnesses. Many of them, mterviewed by the re-

gional media, claimed to have seen everything from orange lights

tix large blue capsules emergine from the sea at night, flying along

the shorewithin sight of the urban sprawl of Caracas.

Lost at Sea

Mo study of unidentified submarine objects would be com-
plete without a discussion of the links between USOs and
hurman disappearances on the High seas. There aré many niyste-
rious cases with paranormal and even ufological overtones that
are much more spellbinding than any Bermuda Triangle yarn:

Possibly the greatest (and most overlooked ) maritime disap-
pearance of all time invalved the Spanish passenger liner Val-
banera in 1919, The 600 lives lost on this passenger vessel did not
vanish in the middle of some mysterious triangle, circle, or par-

allelogranm in the middle of the ocean, They vanished as the ship

apparently entered the busy port of Havana, Cuba,

The six-thousand-ton Valbanera's crossing of the Atlantic
had been uneventful, and the 1,300 people aboard — muostly
Canary lslanders looking for opportunity in the canefields and
plantations of the Antilles — awaited landfall in Santiago de
Cubsa with'a mixture of wepidation and excitement, The ship
made port as scheduled on September 5, 1919, where it dJis-

charged 700 passengers. After refueling, the steamship sailed out
af Santiago and doubled Cape Maisi in the Windward Pas-
sage. . never 1o be séén again,

O the evening of September 9, the portmaster's office in the
port of Havana heard the booming sound of a ship’s harn, Offi-
cials could malke out its lights and assumed that it wasthe Vai-
franera, since no other ships wete expected that evening. Bul no
ship ever entered the spacious harber,

Cuban gunboats were mobilized to find the missing lner. A
LIS, Mawy Trigate oul of Eey West joined in. The vessels swept the
Old Bahama Channel withoul much success, until the frigate
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came across the remains of the hapless
Vallvinera on Seprember 19, in Floridian
walers, Divers reported finding lifeboats
still in their divols, and no major struc-
tural damage was evident. No bodies

were found in the closed staterooms or
the common areas of the ship. Six hun-
dred people -had been claimed by the
maw of the unknown.

Boards of inquiry in three countries
sought in vain for answers to the ques-
tions that burned in people’s minds:
Whywas no distress signal sent? What
had been the ship’s fate during the 10
days of its disappearance, when those
very same waters were being scoured by
warships?

Carmen Machado, a writer for
Spain’s Afio Cero magazine, uncovered
a fascinating lead while investigating
the trail of the missing passengess,
Machado came across the relatives of a
man named Domingo Almenar, who
died in 1957 and maintained for more
than 30 years that he was the sole sur-
vivor of the ship. An alleged stowaway,
Almenar was known to the passengers
who disembarked in Santiago de Cuba,
and who confirmed that he had gone
on to Havana, Three days after the dis-
appearance, Almenar got in touch with
his family and informed them that he
was the only survivor. But for the re-
mainder of his life, the one-tiune stow-
away would insist that the fate of the
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passenger ship was known only to God

Venus, and that he had b
rm——

and himself.
e ——————

The story of Freddy Miller is a great
disappearance case with more explicil

ufological undertones. On May 5, 1959,
e,

a boat sailed out of Santo Domingo,
Daminican Republic, headed for the
beach some 20 miles away. Despite the
excellent spring weather and calm azure
seas, the 19-fool boat carrying 45-vear-
ald television producer and director
Freddy Miller and his passengers [two
women and two children) disappeared
without a trace. A search of Dominican
and adjacent waters was made, but the
five peaple were never seen agatn.

Years kater, on Septemnber 22, 1973,
Virgilio Gomez, a sales manager at one
of the Dominican Republic’s better-
lsnowen insurance companics, was on his
wary to visit an experimental farm 15
miles west of Santo Dominge, to advise

the farm of the proper policies o carey.
At around %00 ., Gamez was dri-
ving along the road when he saw a per-
son waving him down by the roadside. 1
thought it would be best to avoid him.”
Gdmez later stated in an interview, “But
when I got closer | noticed the character
wis dressed completely in green and
that there were two other individuals

standing 15 or 20 feet away from the first
ene: Thinking it might be a military
checkpaint or some accident, I decided
to slow down with caution.”

According to Gomez, the man in the.
green outfil informed him that he was
Freddy Miller, adding that he hﬂm
posedly drowned along with some other
peaple, but thal he had in fact been res;
cued by a modern device; "a module
known to people asa UFO.”

Gomez played along and asked the

man which planet he came from. He

was stunned when the man soberly an-

swered that he thought he came from
M rescug
“on account of his knowledge of radio
technology,” adding that there had
been no room for the other hapless
boaters and that they would not have
stirvived tglf_*_“adnpmtinn process”

In subsequent interviews, Gomez
remarked 1liatMWr had
a grayish-yellow skin tone that he had
found repulsive, spoke in a thick, delib-
erate voice, and was virtnally hairless.

The entity's body was covered by a
form-fitting green coverall without zip-
pers or pockets. A large wristwatch,
“similar to the ones worn by scuba div-
ers, adorned his left hand.

The insurance agent was shown a
hall-concealed vehicle irt the woods by
the roadside — a fact that cansed him to
realize that the situation was no joke
The aval-shaped craft had a chromelike
sheen to it and largely resembled an
American football, It was windowless,
betraying no external seams or rivets.

The putative Freddy Miller in-

formed Gomez that he and his compan-
ions were conducti LA search on l'!l':"!

Milwaulkee Deep — the undersea trench
mm& some 20,000 feet
and forms part af the Puerta Rico
Trench, The alleged extraterrestrials
were wabnm the likeli-
hood of destructive seismic activity at
this location, which would have a cata-

strophic etfect on the Dominican Re-
public and Haiti,

After being reassured that the alizns
“would try to avord the eataclyvamy slated
for [Jct;her 28 or 29, Gamez was told to

leave the area as soon as possible; since
the space vehicle was aboul to it off.
Reluctantly obeying the strange charac



